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GWC-2008

The 45" Annual Meeting of the Association for
Computational Linguistics Human Language
Technologies

¢ Conference Date : June 15-20, 2008

¢ Location : Ohio, USA

* http://www.ling.ohio-state.edu/acl08/

ACM-SIGIR-2008 _

The 31%
Conference
* Conference Date : July 20-24, 2008
* Location : Singapore

* http://www.sigir2008.org/

Annual International ACM SIGIR

AIRS-2008

Asia Information Retrieval Symposium

* Conference Date : January 16-18, 2008
* Location : Harbin, China

* http://ir.hit.edu.cn/airs2008/

CLSW-2008

Chinese Lexical Semantics Workshop
* Conference Date : July 14-17, 2008
* Location : Singapore

* http://www.chineselex.org/

The 4™ Global WordNet Conference
* Conference Date : January 22-25, 2008

* Location : Szeged, Hungary
* http://www.inf.u-szeged.hu/projectdirs/gwc2008/

ICASSP-2008 —

The 33 International Conference on Acoustics,
Speech, and Signal Processing
* Conference Date : March 30 - April 4, 2008

e Location : Las Vegas, USA
* http://www.icassp2008.org/

IJCNLP-2008
The 3™ International Joint Conference on Natural
Language Processing

* Conference Date : January 7-12, 2008

e Location : Hyderabad, India

* Website : http://www.ijcnlp2008.org/

Interspeech-2008-1CSLP

The 10" International Conference on Spoken Language
Processing
* Conference Date : September 22-26, 2008

¢ | ocation : Brisbane, Australia
* http://www.interspeech2008.org/

Coling:2008 _ o ] LLREC-2008__
The 22" International Conference on Computational The 6" Language Resources and Evaluation
Linguistics Conference

* Conference Date : August 18-22, 2008
* Location : Manchester, UK
* http://www.coling2008.org.uk/
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* Conference Date : May 26 - June 1, 2008
e Location : Marrakech , Morocco
* http://www.lrec-conf.org/Irec2008/
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MATBN_5: TRAIN 5(39|[ﬂ”, R SRS SR,

DEVELOPMENT (5{fif f #i ¢t Iﬂr‘ﬂjc'd“ds)

EVALUATION (slﬁf, M= S EpAg I )
B 7 MATBN u[ By 2GS a“?’ ’ % % [l [Wang et al. 2005] or
http://sovideo.iis. smlca edu.tw SLG/corpus/MA BN-corpus.htm.
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[Barras et al. 2001] Barras, C., E. Geoffrois, Z. B. Wu and M. Liberman, “Transcriber:
Development and Use of a Tool for Assisting Speech Corpora Production,” Speech

Communication, 33, 2001, pp. 5-22.

[Wang et al. 2005] Wang, Hsin-Min, Berlin Chen, Jen-Wei Kuo, and Shih-Sian Cheng,
“MATBN: A Mandarin Chinese Broadcast News Corpus,” International Journal of
Computational Linguistics and Chinese Language Processing, 10(2), June 2005, pp.

219-236.
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A Brief of the MATBN Corpus

The MATBN Mandarin Chinese broadcast news corpus is a product of a joint project
sponsored by the National Science Council, Taiwan. It contains a total of 198 one-hour
news shows from the Public Television Service Foundation, Taiwan with corresponding
transcripts. The primary purpose of this collection is to provide training and testing data

for continuous speech recognition evaluation in the broadcast news domain.

The MATBN corpus spanned the period November 17, 2001 through April 3, 2003.
Each one-hour broadcast news episode recording was first made in stereo with a
44.1kHz sampling rate and 16 bit resolution by a DAT recorder set up in the TV
broadcasting studio. Then, each DAT recording was converted into a single Microsoft
Windows wave file. Finally, the signal was down-sampled to 16 kHz with a resolution

of 16 bits. During this operation, only the left channel was selected.

The MATBN corpus has been segmented, labeled, and transcribed manually using the
DGA&LDC Transcriber? [Barras et al. 2001]. The transcripts are in Big5-encoded form,
with SGML tagging to annotate acoustic conditions, background conditions, story
boundaries, speaker turn boundaries, and audible acoustic events, such as hesitations,
repetitions, vocal non-speech events, and external noises. These tags include time
stamps that are used to align the text with the speech data. In the 198-hour broadcast
news corpus, based on hand-segmentation results, there are 4,100 stories, 581 headlines,
197 weather forecasts, and 197 ending sections. Around 143 hours of speech from 10
weather forecasts and all the stories, headlines, and ending sections were carefully
transcribed, while the remaining weather forecasts and segments containing advertising
or pure music were just annotated with time stamps without orthographic transcripts.
There are 7 anchor reporters, 386 field reporters, and 5,900 interviewees. The identities
of some field reporters and interviewees could not be determined. Since the unidentified
field reporters and interviewees could correspond to the same person, the true numbers
of field reporters and interviewees could be lower than the above numbers. The

transcripts contain around 2.3 million Chinese characters in total.



A development set and an evaluation set have been defined for the benchmark test. The
development set consisted of five shows recorded on 2003/01/24, 2003/01/27,
2003/02/07, 2003/03/05, and 2003/03/06, while the evaluation set consisted of five
shows recorded on 2003/01/28, 2003/01/29, 2003/02/11, 2003/03/07, and 2003/04/03.
The basic guidelines for making selections are as follows: First, we wanted to include as
many studio anchors as possible. Second, the test shows had to be broadcast after
January 1st, 2003 so that we could use the newswire text before January 1st, 2003 to

train the language models.

The corpus is distributed on 5 DVDs:

MATBN_1: TRAIN_1 (36 speech files and the corresponding transcription files)
MATBN_2: TRAIN_2 (36 speech files and the corresponding transcription files)
MATBN_3: TRAIN_3 (36 speech files and the corresponding transcription files)
MATBN_4: TRAIN_4 (41 speech files and the corresponding transcription files)
MATBN_5: TRAIN_5 (39 speech files and the corresponding transcription files),
DEVELOPMENT (5 speech files and the corresponding transcription files),
EVALUATION (5 speech files and the corresponding transcription files)

For details of the MATBN corpus, please refer to [Wang et al. 2005] or
http://sovideo.iis.sinica.edu.tw/SLG/corpus/MATBN-corpus.htm.

References

Barras, C., E. Geoffrois, Z. B. Wu and M. Liberman, “Transcriber: Development and
Use of a Tool for Assisting Speech Corpora Production,” Speech Communication,
33, 2001, pp. 5-22.

Wang, Hsin-min, Berlin Chen, Jen-Wei Kuo, and Shih-Sian Cheng, “MATBN: A
Mandarin Chinese Broadcast News Corpus,” International Journal of
Computational Linguistics and Chinese Language Processing, 10(2), June 2005, pp.
219-236.

Application : Please see the ACLCLP website at http://www.aclclp.org.tw/corp.php.
Application fee :

* Non-profit organization : US$ 1,350.-
» Commercial organization : US$ 6,750.-

2 Transcriber can be downloaded at http://www.ldc.upenn.edu/mirror/Transcriber.old/en/menu_web.html.
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IEEE International Conference on Acoustics, Speech, and Signal Processing
April 19 - 24, 2009
Taipei International Convention Center
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

The 34th International Conference on Acoustics, Speech, and Signal Processing (ICASSP)
will be held at the Taipei International Convention Center in Taipei, Taiwan, April 19 - 24,
2009. The ICASSP meeting is the world’s largest and most comprehensive technical
conference focused on signal processing and its applications. The conference will feature
world-class speakers, tutorials, exhibits, and over 50 lecture and poster sessions on:

Audio and electroacoustics

Bio imaging and signal processing

Design and implementation of signal
processing systems

Image and multidimensional signal processing

Industry technology tracks

Information forensics and security

Machine learning for signal processing
Multimedia signal processing

Sensor array and multichannel systems
Signal processing education

Signal processing for communications
Signal processing theory and methods

Speech and language processing

Taiwan: The Ideal Travel Destination. Taiwan, also referred to as Formosa — the
Portuguese word for "graceful” — is situated on the western edge of the Pacific Ocean off
the southeastern coast of mainland Asia, across the Taiwan Strait from Mainland China. To
the north lie Japan and Okinawa, and to the south is the Philippines. ICASSP 2009 will be
held in Taipei, a city that blends traditional culture and cosmopolitan life. As the political,
economic, educational, and recreational center of the country, Taipei offers a dazzling
array of cultural sights not seen elsewhere, including exquisite food from every corner of
China and the world. You and your entire family will be able to fully experience and enjoy
this unique city and island. Prepare yourself for the trip of your dreams, as Taiwan has it
all: fantastic food, a beautiful ocean, stupendous mountains and lots of sunshine!

Submission of Papers: Prospective authors are invited to submit full-length, four-page
papers, including figures and references, to the ICASSP Technical Committee. All ICASSP
papers will be handled and reviewed electronically. The ICASSP 2009 website
www.icassp09.com will provide you with further details. Please note that the submission
dates for papers are strict deadlines.

Tutorial and Special Session Proposals: Tutorials will be held on April 19 and 20, 2009.
Brief proposals should be submitted by August 4, 2008, to Tsuhan Chen at
tutorials@icassp09.com and must include title, outline, contact information, biography and
selected publications for the presenter, a description of the tutorial, and material to be
distributed to participants. Special sessions proposals should be submitted by August 4,
2008, to Shih-Fu Chang at specialsessions@icassp09.com and must include a topical title,
rationale, session outline, contact information, and a list of invited speakers. Tutorial and
special session authors are referred to the ICASSP website for additional information
regarding submissions.

Important Deadlines

Tutorial Proposals Due

Special Session Proposals Due

Notification of Special Session & Tutorial Acceptance
Submission of Regular Papers

Notification of Acceptance (by email)

Author’s Registration Deadline

August 4, 2008
August 4, 2008
September 8, 2008
September 29, 2008
December 15, 2008
February 2, 2009
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